123.   SPEECH TO WOMEN, BOMBAY
October 9, 1921
Under the auspices of the Rashtriya Stree Sabha a public meeting of
women was held on Sunday afternoon at the Marwari Vidyalaya Hall, when
Mahatma Gandhi, Lala Lajpat Rai and others spoke on "The Present Situation".
The meeting was for ladies dressed in khaddar and swadeshi clothes alone.
Mrs. Naidu presided.
Mahatma Gandhi said before him were sitting Hindu, Mohammedan
and Parsi women.   They had come there, knowing well that they had to
attend in khaddar dress only.   He personally had come there not to tell them
anything new, but to give them an account of the country's doings,    By be-
coming members of the Congress they had shown their willingness to follow its
mandates, come what might.   They knew that eight of their country's leaders
had been arrested in Karachi for passing certain resolutions and he wanted the
meeting to pass those very resolutions and to go to jail if necessary.   They
should not think that because they were women they would not; that was
wrong.   They must know that the  Government would do anything to gain
their object.  They knew from what had happened in South Africa that the
Government were not willing to leave their women free.   Lala Lajpat Rai had
asked them to steel their hearts so that they might not shed a single tear when
their nearest and dearest were arrested.   They had to follow the example of the
mother of the AH Brothers and Maulana Mahomed All's wife.   Although none
of their religions taught them to weep for the dead, still they did weep and
mourn for their dead relations.   That was wrong.    They should not mourn for
those who were sent to jail, because they knew that they were fighting for dharma
raj, for swaraj.    The swaraj he wanted to establish was dharma raj, it was
Rama raj. So long as a single Indian was starved to death, whatever rights they
might get in the parliament, real swaraj was not theirs; so long as there was
godlessness in the country, what was the use of getting rights and votes.   He
wanted dharma raj, a raj based on all that was good and virtuous.   They would
get that only when they were resolved upon getting it.   Lalaji had already
told them that they should not shed a single tear ever if their leaders were
hung by their necks by their Government.   He hoped that the women would
do that and never forsake their dharma*
Coming to the question of swadeshi, Mahatma Gandhi said he saw before
him many women who were not wearing even swadeshi clothes; some of them
were wearing mill-made clothes. He asked them whether they had emptied
their boxes of all their foreign clothes. They must also remember that mill-
made clothing was for the poorest of the poor and not for the well-to-do like